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CONFIDENTIAL TEHRAN 2492 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, CENTO 

SUBJ: US REQUEST TO POSTPONE CENTO MINISTERIAL TO 
MAY 13-14, 1977 

REF: STATE 061908 

1 . FONMIN KHALATBARY TOLD ME YESTERDAY (MARCH 21 ) THAT GOI WAS 
VERY PLEASED TO LEARN THAT THE SECRETARY WISHED TO HEAD US 
DELEGATION TO THE CENTO MINISTERIAL AND THAT IT WAS AGREEABLE 
TO A CHANGE IN DATES. HE SAID HOWEVER, MAY 13, WHICH IS A NON- 
WORKING DAY IN IRAN AND WHEN GOVERNMENT OFFICES ARE CLOSED, 
WOULD NOT BE CONVENIENT AND SUGGESTED THAT MAY 14-15 WOULD BE 
BEST FROM GOI’S POINT OF VIEW. HE SAID HE CHECKED WITH THE 

SHAH AND FOUND THAT HE WOULD BE AVAILABLE ON THOSE DATES. 

2. KHALATBARY SAID THAT HE WOULD NOTIFY CENTO SECRETARY GENERAL 
BAYULKIN OF OUR REQUEST FOR A CHANGE IN DATES AND THE GOI'S 
AGREEMENT THERETO AS HOST COUNTRY. HE ASSUMED BAYULKEN WOULD 
TAKE THE INITIATIVE IN APPROACHING THE OTHER CENTO MEMBERS 

ON THIS MATTER. 
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